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la the engineering Industry proper there are few syndicates,
and these are of very limited influence. The reason for this is
less the unwillingness than the inability of this industry to
combine on the usual eartell principles.
IE the small iron industry and the miscellaneous metal-working
Industry generally the syndicate movement has also been but
little successful^ though a number of price conventions have
been concluded in Westphalia, relating, for example, to agricul-
tural forks, locks, flat-irons, knife-grinding, and pins, while
syndicates have also been introduced in certain branches of the
copper, lead3 and zinc industries.
In the chemical industry the largest combination is that
formed in potash minings which has existed since 1884.
Powerful and wealthy though it is, however, the Potash
Syndicate has not had matters its own way, for the industry is
still young, a large number of new potash mines have of late
years been opened, and while the success of the syndicate
depends upon the establishment of a monopoly, to do this is
increasingly difficult. It is said that at the present time at least
two hundred companies of all lands are engaged in the profit-
able business of potash mining. No general syndicate has
been concluded in the chemical manufacturing trade, but several
combinations of powerful firms operating on competitive or com-
plementary lines have been formed.
Other industries which have to a large extent been syndicated
are the glass? wallpaper, cement, earthenware, spirit, powder,
paper, artificial manure, sugar, leather, and certain branches of
the textile and rubber industries.
The Spirit Syndicate is particularly interesting as representing
an alliance of industry with agriculture.    Before the Govern-
ment Commission which has for several years been inquiring
into the working of the cartells one of the principal witnesses
for this  syndicate  defended its monopoly by the argument
agriculture was  by  its instrumentality supported, and
was in its turn the support of the State.    " Break
this pillar with thoughtless hand/'   he gravely said,
" and          the ruins nothing will emerge but the red flame
of revolution."
la the beer-brewing industry the efforts to establish strong
haie not been attended by success.   The principal